
Welcome letter to the Eastern Conference of 
the Global Methodist Church: 

 

On behalf of the Transitional Conference Advisory Team, welcome to the Eastern Texas 
Conference of the Global Methodist Church.  At the called conference of the Texas Annual 
Conference on Saturday, December 3, 2022, 294 churches were disaffiliated from the 
Conference.  Of the disaffiliating churches, 244 have elected to become part of the Eastern 
Conference of the GMC.  There are currently five pending church plants and two churches from 
the Louisiana Conference who have chosen to join us.  There are additional disaffiliated 
churches from the Texas and Louisiana Conferences that are still in the process of determining 
their future alignments.  We expect many of those churches will be led by the Lord to join our 
conference. 
 
Over 260 pastors moved from the UMC to the GMC along with the churches.  Most of these are 
actively serving churches in our two conferences, although there are a handful of pastors in the 
retired relationship who are now part of the GMC.  I suspect that it will take years to assess the 
story these numbers relay, but at its center is the power of the Holy Spirit to lead us into a 
deeper relationship with our Lord.  
 
While still a transitional conference, we look forward to February 2, 3, and 4, when we will 
gather at Christ Church in College Station for our convening conference to worship, sing, pray, 
and celebrate our new beginning. At that conference, we will also ordain around 100 people to 
serve as elders or deacons in the GMC. You will hear the details of the conference in the days 
ahead. 
 
This packet contains the information I hope is helpful in your transition to the GMC. More 
information can be found on our conference website at ETXGMC.org. 
 
I am awestruck at the passion for the Gospel you have expressed through these months and 
inspired to with you in the proclamation of our common joy in following Jesus.  
 
The letter of Jude concludes with these words of encouragement I share with you: Now to him 
who is able to keep you from falling and to make you stand without blemish in the presence of 
his glory with rejoicing, to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 
majesty, power, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen 
 
Grace and Peace: 
 
Jim Welch 
President Pro Tempore 
Eastern Texas Conference of the Global Methodist Church 


